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The Cultural Development Corporation engages artists and cultural organizations in 
community development and revitalization efforts throughout the District of 
Columbia.  We create partnerships between the arts and business communities that 
will stimulate economic activity and improve quality of life. 
 

 
In December 1996, as the downtown sports and entertainment industry began to 
pick up steam, the Downtown Arts Committee (an outgrowth of the Mayor’s 
Interactive Downtown Task Force) reinvigorated efforts to advance the role of arts 
and culture in the revitalization of Downtown DC.  In January 1998, the Downtown 
Arts Committee, sponsored by the Federal City Council and funded with a grant 
from the Cafritz Foundation, engaged over 150 local leaders in a participatory 
process to develop a common vision with achievable goals. 
 
The vision that ensued highlighted Washington as the cultural heart of the region— 
a vibrant and creative center that blends culture, arts, technology, commerce, 
retail, entertainment, education, and entrepreneurship in a world-class 
environment.  With the support of the White House, the federal government, the 
District government, the international community, and local business interests, this 
process culminated in an agenda presented May 5, 1998 at an arts summit hosted 
by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. The recommendations were designed to 
increase and sustain the presence and appreciation of arts and culture in Downtown 
Washington, and to provide places and spaces for artists and arts organizations to 
live, create, exhibit, sell, rehearse, perform, convene, and animate. 
 
One overriding recommendation was to charter a private, nonprofit, autonomous 
entity—with city and federal recognition and in cooperation with the Downtown 
BID—in the model of a community development corporation, to implement the 
Recommended Action Plan. This unique hybrid, dubbed a Cultural Development 
Corporation was envisioned to: 
  
♦ facilitate city-wide (as well as downtown) arts and cultural development in 

conjunction with the network of neighborhood-based community development 
corporations; and   

♦ advocate for arts and cultural investment to benefit Washington-based artists 
and arts organizations and the neighborhoods where they reside. 

 
It is under this auspice that we serve the arts community, as well as the citizenry 
of the District of Columbia.  
 
Goals  
The CuDC strives to: 
♦ Generate on-going public and private capital investment that will support arts 

and cultural development, and to match those resources with the appropriate 
community needs;  
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♦ Develop places and spaces for arts and cultural uses within the city’s 
revitalization efforts; and 

♦ Build a shared commitment among the city’s diverse stakeholders that 
recognizes and embraces the value of arts and cultural development. 

 
Activities 
The CuDC currently: 
♦ provides technical assistance to arts and cultural organizations, artists and 

artisans seeking physical living or working spaces in the District; 
♦ helps shape real estate development proposals to include arts and cultural uses; 
♦ develops spaces for a variety of arts and cultural uses, including artist live-work 

space;  
♦ develops a strong, marketable identity for cultural districts and clusters; and 
♦ supports organizations that play leadership roles in promoting arts and culture 

in community revitalization. 
 

 

The CuDC has a professional staff governed by a board of 13 area leaders with the 
business skills to guide real estate development efforts, and cultural and civic 
interests in the quality of life in the District of Columbia.  The organization is guided 
by an Advisory Committee of 14 civic, business and arts representatives.  We 
involve volunteers on project committees who are either looking to become board 
members or wish to serve our mission without the commitment of board 
membership. We also incorporate area artists into projects whenever possible 
including artist-led tours, graphic design, event staffing, and artist talks, offering 
stipends for their service.  

 3



 2001 Accomplishments 

• Became central 
clearinghouse for 
information on arts and 
cultural uses in DC 

• Assisted H Street CDC in 
planning the reuse of the 
Atlas Theater, 13th & H 
NE 

• Advised Horning Brothers 
on incorporating arts uses 
in Tivoli Square that 
energized new support for 
the project  

We offer consulting services to community 
stakeholders – developers, architects, 
owners, government agencies and other real 
estate professionals – to assist the 
development of space for arts uses. Our fee for 
service is based on a sliding scale.  
Services include: 
 
Facilitation. We act as a liaison between arts 
organizations and community stakeholders to 
help all parties better understand financial, 
physical and programmatic expectations and 
the realities of real estate development for arts 
uses.  
 
Creating Options. We explore the conceptual 
viability of arts-use alternatives and/or mixed-
use combinations for rehabilitation of existing buildings and new construction.  
 
Analysis. We provide a written analysis of each alternative. As appropriate, we 
include informal site plans, project pro formas, a list of potential financial resources, 
and a quantification approximate economic benefit to the neighborhood.  
 
Access. We provide introductions to artists and arts organizations that may be 
prospective tenants for the property. In addition, we can provide information on 
prospective tenants' financial and programmatic capacity. We can reach almost 
1100 area artists instantly with our weekly DCArtists e-newsletter.  
 
Advocacy. We advocate for arts projects before representatives of the District 
government, private foundations, corporations, and arts organizations. In addition, 
we assist with recruiting potential owners, developers, and/or tenants. We work to 
educate the community and garner public support arts development projects. 
 
 

 
We provide individual technical assistance to artist groups and cultural 
organizations to help in every stage of the facilities planning process. We also try 
to regularly connect these clients to resources and information that improves their 
ability to live and work in the DC area. 
 
Facilities Planning. We work with clients to define facilities needs in conjunction 
with their artistic programs and available resources. This process begins with 
completing a facilities questionnaire and can include creation of a physical program 
and a business plan. Our fee for service is based on a sliding scale.  
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Resource Connection. When plans are 
complete, we connect clients to financial 
resources such as public and private grant and 
loan programs. We also refer them to other arts 
consultants for board development, fundraising 
and capital campaign assistance.  

2001 Accomplishments 

• Continued an 
ongoing space needs 
assessment database of 
approximately 40 arts 
organizations and 1000 
individual artists 

• Continued to deliver 
individual technical 
assistance to artist 
groups, cultural 
organizations and arts-
related projects for their 
facilities planning process 

• Conducted one 3-
hour workshop, as part 
of the Cultural Alliance's 
Arts Management 
Roundtable Series 

• Began a facilities 
planning workbook 

 
We deliver a weekly e-newsletter – DCArtists – 
that provides information about places and 
spaces for artists, calls for entry, exhibit spaces, 
jobs, and other opportunities for artists and arts 
administrators in the DC area. The newsletter 
also keeps our clients informed about DC real 
estate issues that affect them. (DCArtists e-
newsletter is powered by groups.yahoo.com.) 
 
Promotion. We promote Washington’s free, 
cheap, and off-the-beaten-path arts and cultural 
events in the Insider’s Arts Guide, 
CulturalDC.  We distribute a weekly e-
newsletter to 850 subscribers and publish events 
on-line calendar. (CulturalDC e-newsletter is 
powered by groups.yahoo.com.) 
  
 

 2001 Accomplishments 

• Released the NoMa 
Development Strategy  

• Participated on 
winning team for Mather 
Building with partner PN 
Hoffman 

• Assisted H Street 
CDC in planning the 
reuse of the Atlas 
Theater at 13th & H 
Streets, NE and 
facilitated a proposal to 
carry out that vision 

• Advised 4 developer 
teams on Wax Museum 
Site proposals – all 4 
were short-listed by 
NCRC 

As the clearinghouse for cultural facilities 
information, the Cultural Development 
Corporation conducts an on-going space needs 
assessment that includes as many area artists 
and cultural organizations as possible.  
Information gathered in this survey combined 
with analysis conducted in the NoMa 
Development Strategy guides our efforts to 
facilitate development and/or initiate 
development of real property when the private 
market will not. 
 
NoMa Development Strategy. In partnership 
with the DC Office of Planning, the Cultural 
Development Corporation has issued the NoMa 
Development Strategy depicting the 
opportunities for economic growth and physical 
redevelopment in the areas north of downtown 
for the arts and technology industries.  This 
strategy shaped proposals to redevelop the 3.5-
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acre Wax Museum Site at 5th & K Streets, NW. We advised four teams on their 
responses to the Request for Proposals that were submitted the National Capital 
Revitalization Division in September 2001. Each of these teams fully-integrated the 
arts component into their mixed-use proposal to create a more dynamic project in 
keeping with the vision articulated in the NoMa Development Strategy. Arts uses 
included live/work units, galleries and live theater with CuDC advice on design, 
logistics, feasibility and tenants.  All proposals were presented to the NCRC board and 
public in November 2001 and a decision is expected in December 2001.  The CuDC 
will work with the selected team to implement their arts program. 
 
Mather Studios (916 G Street, NW). In partnership with PN Hoffman, a private 
developer, we were selected to develop a dynamic center for creative living and 
industry in the heart of historic downtown.  In addition to 28 market-rate units, 12 
affordable live/work units will be designed to allow for the creative owner to shape a 
home that serves his lifestyle and vocation. The CuDC will conduct a fair, objective 
selection process wherein income-qualified applicants will be selected based on their 
commitment to their chosen creative vocation, their artistic accomplishments, and 
their willingness to give of their energy to the Mather Studios community and the 
DC community at-large. 
 
The CuDC will also build out and manage a two-floor arts incubator.  The ground 
floor will feature a contemporary art gallery, a dance studio, space for workstations, 
a multi-purpose room suitable for staged readings, poetry and performance art, 
rehearsals, and large meetings or parties. Designed to support emerging artists and 
DC-based cultural organizations with affordable support space, the CuDC will 
schedule and promote these activities in these spaces creating an energetic street 
presence. The second floor will provide shared workspace for individuals and small 
cultural organizations. Collectively, Mather Studios creates a micro-enterprise 
incubator specialized in the arts – tenants may share large equipment, meeting 
space, workroom and kitchen as well as performance, rehearsal and exhibit space. 
 
Atlas Performing Arts Center (13th & H Streets, NE).  CuDC is guiding the 
Sprenger-Lang Foundation on the purchase and redevelopment of a vacant historic 
property, Atlas Theater, in the H Street Corridor.  The Foundation has committed $2 
million toward transforming the currently vacant property into a community 
performing arts center and a retail catalyst for the surrounding neighborhood.  The 
center has the potential to house two stages (400 seats), dance studios and 
classrooms, annually bringing approximately 150,000 patrons to the area who 
traditionally eat out and browse in nearby shops before and after performances.  
The APAC will provide affordable access to professional dance and theatrical 
performances.  The APAC will also provide extra-curricular arts educational 
opportunities for children and adults.  In addition, the completed state-of-the-art 
facility will nurture the best of our local, emerging performing arts companies. The 
physical design of APAC will take the local industry needs into consideration while 
preserving the facade and many other historic elements of this property to create 
an authentic yet functional facility. 
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Art-O-Matic. Art-O-Matic is a month-long 
celebration of the arts of our metropolitan area. 
Art-O-Matic is enhanced by a web site, 
www.artomatic.org, built to ease the 
registration process and serve as a permanent 
informational and unifying tool for the Metro-
area arts community. 

 

 
Thursday night in the 7th Street Arts 
District. We produce events that can increase 
the audience for the visual arts and promote the 
unique characteristics of this downtown 
neighborhood. First and Third Thursdays, 
Starbucks Coffee Company hosts local poets for 
readings and a roundtable discussion. Second 
Thursday features a film/video screening and 
discussion at the Goethe Institute showcasing 
local filmmakers. The 3rd 3rsday galleries and 
cultural organizations offer an extended evening 
of contemporary art exhibitions an artist-guided 
gallery crawl, plus complimentary snacks and 
beverages.  
 
Rhythms ‘Round the World. The Rhythms 
‘Round the World concert series drew hundreds 
of fans to downtown every Thursday evening in 
July.  Dancers twisted and twirled to salsa, swing and
the Smithsonian American Art Museum.   
 
Accomplishments  
Since incorporating in September 1998, the CuDC ha
clearinghouse for information and advice on cultural 
as director of the technical assistance services and p
As a result, the CuDC staff has played a critical role f
matches such as: Woolly Mammoth Theatre Compan
former AFI theater at The Kennedy Center; DC Write
office space; H Street CDC’s planning process for the
13th & H Streets, NE; Gala Hispanic Theatre’s procur
educational and office space; and individual area arti
permanent places to live, work and exhibit. 
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2001 Accomplishments 

• Expanded of the 3rd 
Thursday to include new 
events, partners and 
audiences 

• Coordinated ArtBrut 
to clean and animate the 
NBW building, 14th & G NW 

• Produced 4 Rhythms’ 
concerts, bringing 
hundreds to dance on the 
steps of a SMAA, 8th & G NW

• Launched 
culturaldc.org and began 
technology planning 

• Expanded Art-O-
Matic 2000 to include 750 
local visual and performing 
artists reaching 50,000 
patrons at 4500 Wisc. Ave., 
 world music on the steps of 

s become DC's central 
facilities development, as well 
romotional programs described. 
acilitating arts and community 
y’s contract for use of the 
r’s Corps’ successful quest for 
 reuse of the Atlas Theater at 
ement of performance, 
sts finding affordable, 



 
Sam Sweet 
President 
Managing Director, Signature Theatre 
 
Amy Rifkind 
Secretary 
Associate, Arnold & Porter, real estate practice group 
 
Janet Farrell 
Treasurer 
Senior Vice President, Nonprofit Banking, Allfirst Bank; Chair, Latino Economic Development 
Corporation 
  
Anne L. Corbett 
Executive Director  
 
Kenneth J. Brewer 
The Brewer Group  
 
Lisa L. Green Hall 
Fannie Mae Corporation 
  
Michele Hagans 
President, Fort Lincoln New Town Corporation  
  
George Koch 
Co-President, A. Salon Ltd., artist cooperative managing studio/exhibit space 
  
Lon Levin 
Senior Vice President, XM Satellite Radio and Motient Corporation 
  
Kevin Moore 
Managing Director, Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company 
  
Chris Reutershan 
Principal, Concord Partners, LLP, real estate development advisors 
  
Mitchell N. Schear 
President, The Kaempfer Company, real estate development 
  
David Shiffrin, Esq. 
Board member of LivingStage, Arena Stage, and WETA 
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Shalom Baranes 
Principal Architect, Shalom Baranes Associates 
  
Richard Bradley 
Executive Director, Downtown DC Business Improvement District 
  
Barbara Franco 
Executive Director, Historical Society for Washington, DC 
  
Tony Gittens 
Executive Director, DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities 
  
Alexine Clement Jackson 
National President, YWCA of the USA 
  
Patricia Mathews 
Division Director, Kaiser Permanente and Co-Chair, Downtown Arts Committee 
  
Ethelbert Miller 
Professor and Poet, Howard University, and Chair, DC Humanities Council 
  
Kathleen Mitchell 
Senior Partnership Development Officer, National Endowment for the Humanities 
  
Oramenta Newsome 
Director, Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
  
Jennifer Cover Payne 
Executive Director, Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington 
  
Marshall Purnell 
Principal Architect, Devrouax & Purnell  
 
Tony Tighe 
Intergovernmental Affairs Specialist, National Endowment for the Arts 
  
Doug Wheeler 
President, Washington Performing Arts Society 
  
Tom Wilbur 
Senior Vice President, The John Akridge Companies 
  

 
Anne L. Corbett, the Executive Director, has a master’s degree in urban planning with 
a focus on economic development.  In addition, she has several years experience in 
the process of putting cultural assets to works for community revitalization.  She 
oversees all aspects of institutional development and project implementation. She 
continues to serve as a Senior Associate of Partners for Livable Communities, where 
she builds her knowledge of cultural best practices from all over the U.S. 
 
Leila Putzel, Program Associate, has an undergraduate degree in Art History and 
Russian from Bowdoin College, where she developed excellent writing skills.  She 
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brings two years experience at the National Portrait Gallery where she observed the 
administration and management of a major facility along with arts programming 
exhibits. 
 
The CuDC has also had the benefit of on-going contractual services provided by 
Desho Productions, Primal Design, Annie Adjchavanich, JoMa Arts Group,  and 
literally hundreds of individual artists. 
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The many individuals, foundations and corporations contributing $100 or more: 
  
AllFirst Bank 
Anonymous 
Artwares Fine Art Supplies 
Philip Barlow and Lisa Gilotty 
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation  
Carnegie Fabric 
Judith Claire  
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for the Performing Arts 
Katherine Danish and Robert Harr    
DC Chamber of Commerce 
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities 
Downtown DC Business Improvement District 
Dreyfus Foundation 
Fannie Mae Foundation 
Janet Farrell 
Barbara Franco 
Alice-Marie Gravely 
Lisa Green Hall 
Alexine Clement Jackson 
Kaempfer Company 
Marianne Keller 
George Koch 
Loughran Foundation 
Madison Retail Group (in conjunction with Madison Marquette, Roadside Development, & Capital Guidance) 
Gilbert and Jaylee Mead 
The Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation 
Modern Mona  
Kevin Moore 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 
Motient Corporation 
Pearl Arts and Crafts 
Philip Morris Companies, Inc. 
PLA-ZA Artist Materials 
Marshall Purnell 
Christopher Reutershan 
Amy Rifkind 
Sallie Mae Corporation 
David and Peggy Shiffrin 
Starbucks Coffee Company 
Steven Stichter 
Lou Stovall  
Sam Sweet 
The Loading Dock 
Jay Townsend/Primal Design 
Trellis Fund 
Utrecht's Art Supplies 
WGMS 103.5, Washington's Classical Radio Station 
Jeannette Whitson  
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Consolidated Statement of Activities 
Balance Sheet 
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